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Coming up Next 
Term 

 

21st February  

FoSS  Bag2school 

collection 

 

2nd March 

World Book Day 

 

 13th -15th March 

Year 3 Residential 

Trip 

 

         17th March  

     Year 2 Sharing  

           Assembly 

 

21st & 23rd March  

Parents Evening 

 

29th March 

Years 1 & 2 school 

trip 

 

          31st March  

   School Closes 

Once again, we have enjoyed an eventful few weeks after the 

Christmas break.  It has been wonderful to see the children so  

engaged in their lessons and the activities that they have  

taken part in.  

 

A particular highlight would have to be the Explorer Dome visit  

which has now turned in to an annual event. The  

children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the Solar System from the 

comfort of the school hall. As always, a massive thank you to FoSS 

for funding this experience, the children get so much  

enjoyment from it. 

 

Parents Evening appointments will be made available to book  

Arbor between 8.00am on Wednesday 1st March until Friday 17th 

March at 12pm. 

 

We are pleased do confirm  that our school was unaffected by the 

recent industrial action by members of the NEU  

teacher's union. However, further dates are planned and these are 

noted  on the back page of the Newsletter. We will of course be 

preparing contingency plans for this in the event that our school is 

affected. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your 

continued support, it is very much appreciated. Please enjoy the 

half term break and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday 

20th February. 
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Ladybird Class 
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WOW! What a busy term for the Ladybird Class. We have all learnt, shared and  

researched so many new things for our topic ‘Long Ago’.  

 

We have had lots of visitors in Ladybird class to share their experiences of their past and 

what they remember. We have been able to learn all about toys, cars, technology and 

games from the past and it has been so interesting! Thank you for all of your hard work at 

home too – we have loved sharing all of your interviews with relatives and it has made 

the learning really personal for the Ladybird class. 

 

Our school value this term was ‘perseverance’ and the Ladybird Class have this in  

abundance! We have persevered with so many activities and challenges, such as  

completing a variety of tricky jigsaws, building shapes with marshmallows and spaghetti 

and persevering when climbing trees or pushing the tyres up the hill during our outdoor 

learning sessions. One particular skill that takes a huge amount of perseverance is being 

able to put on your own coat and do up your own zip. We know this is such a tricky life 

skill and it has been lovely to watch the Ladybirds gain  

independence. Keep this up! 

 

In phonics this term, we have not only been learning new digraphs but we have also 

started learning our very first TRIGRAPHS! We have been reading lots of new words and 

even reading full sentences! The Ladybird Class have been working so hard at home and 

at school to develop their phonics knowledge and early reading skills. 

 

Ladybird’s have blown us away with their deep understanding of maths. This term we 

have worked hard to understand the number 5 – what it looks like, matching correct 

amounts of objects, seeing 5 in different ways and we have started to recall the number 

bonds to 5, exploring what these look like in a variety of ways. One of our favourites was 

being aliens on a space ship and watching 1 fly away …whoosh! 

 

We have also been exploring weight, height and length, learning and using our new 

mathematical vocabulary indoors and outdoors. We have been lucky to receive a brand 

new large set of scales to use in our outdoor learning sessions, this has given us lots of 

opportunities to weigh different objects and explore what heavy, light and balanced looks 

like. We have explored taller and shorter and longer and shorter, one of our favourite 

activities was each of us having our own piece of string and taking it outside to measure 

and find something taller, something shorter and something longer than our piece of 

string. We love maths investigations!  

 

The ladybird class have not been put off by the change in weather and have loved our 

weekly outdoor learning sessions and welly walks. We have been on the lookout for signs 

of winter and we were all amazed when we stumbled upon some ice that had not yet 

melted. A particular highlight for all of us was having our very own bonfire in our fire pit 

with our year 6 buddies and then toasting some yummy marshmallows, delicious!  

 

We have loved experimenting with different materials to make different sculptures. We 

have based our clay sculptures on the works of Swiss sculptor, Alberto Giacometti. We 

then moved on to creating paper sculptures using different lengths and widths of paper 

making it 3D. Ladybird class definitely have some structural engineers in the making!  



 

Squirrel Class 
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Wow! What another amazing term we have had in Year One. This term our Super  
Squirrels have really enjoyed learning all about childhood in the past and comparing it to 
the present day. We started off the term with a brilliant wow day! We received a time 
capsule from a little girl called Ivy in the 1950s. It contained a letter, toys from Ivy’s  
childhood and lots of games. We all found it so funny when Miss Holmes pulled out a 
potato! We asked why is there a potato? It is because in the 1950s, Ivy played Mr Potato 
Head just like us, but she had to use a real potato! We loved playing 1950s playground 
games, setting up a shop and drawing our favourite artefacts from the time capsule.  
Another highlight of the term was the Explorer Dome, it was amazing! 
 
Squirrels have really enjoyed lots of outdoor learning this term. Every Friday afternoon, 
we go out with Year 2 to complete a range of activities linked to our topic. Highlights 
have been creating 1950’s games using outdoor resources, distinguishing between an 
object and the material it is made from and consolidating our science understanding 
through finding natural materials in the environment.  
 
We have really enjoyed learning about childhood in the past. A highlight for all was  
learning about the Queen’s coronation in 1953 and the excitement when the children 
discovered there would be another coronation this year! Lots of discussion around  
possible similarities and differences between the two. We also loved being historians, 
detectives of the past, and deciphering the images from the 1950s. We have got some 
budding historians on our hands! Squirrels have enjoyed their art lessons this term. We 
have confidently explored primary colours and mixing them to make secondary colours. 
The excitement in the room was so lovely to see when the children discovered this! In 
our science lessons, we have been learning all about materials. It has been great to link 
these sessions to our outdoor learning on a Friday as our Super Squirrels love to explore 
outdoors! 
 
Squirrels have been outstanding in their English lessons this term. For the first time, we 
have written a whole story! We read ‘Lost in the Toy Museum’ by David Lucas and used 
this as a basis to write our own adventure stories. We particularly enjoyed our first  
lesson where we went on a scavenger hunt around the classroom to find clues linked to 
our text.  
 
In maths, we have been learning about place value and addition and subtraction within 
20. We have been working hard on gaining a deep understanding of those tricky teen 
numbers. We have enjoyed using ten frames, counters, bead strings and rekenreks to aid 
our understanding. Lots of children are having a go at our spicy blue box challenges and 
stretching themselves. Keep going Year 1! 
 
Miss Holmes and Mrs Carter have been WOWED every week with the standard of  
homework Squirrels are bringing in for their show and tell. There have been wonderful 
family trees, timelines, colour wheels, stories and much more! A highlight has been  
seeing everyone’s favourite toys and drawings of them. The Squirrels have spoken so 
confidently about their favourite toys and why they were special to them.  
 
A special mention to Mrs Thompson who has been working in Squirrel class this term. 
The children have loved learning from Mrs Thompson and will miss her lots next term 
when she returns to her Year 5 class. Thank you, Mrs Thompson, for the memories! Miss 
Holmes and Mrs Carter are very proud of our Super Squirrels and hope that all our  
families have a restful half term break.  



Fox Class 

 

4 

 

Fantastic Foxes had a fabulous start to their topic. We went for a local walk and identified 

the human and physical features around us. This then led us to using compass directions to 

locate features on a map. We created sketch maps of the school and designed our own keys 

to read it too. 

 

In Art we have been learning about different textures, including shape, texture, colour, 

pattern and form.  In PE we have been using the equipment to make high and low  

movements and have been working on our balance. The class has shown great teamwork by 

helping their peers if they see them struggling or they are in need of any assistance. 

 

In Maths Foxes have been learning all about money. We have learnt what coins and notes 

we use; how many pennies are in a pound and have been working on giving change too. We 

have been extremely impressed with the children’s perseverance, as some of the work has 

been quite challenging, especially when the answers require two steps! 

 

In Music we have been finding the pulse, both through clapping to the beat and moving our 

bodies in time to the music. The highlight this term has been getting the Glockenspiels out 

and learning to play along with the song. We have embraced the Music of the Week, and 

have had some great class discussions, including thinking about how the different kinds of 

music make us feel and why. 

 

Our regular Library visits have continued to bring excitement to Fox class. We love watching 

the children enthusiastically browse and choose books together, making recommendations 

and swapping books they have enjoyed.   

 

We have been trying to link much of our learning to the outdoors and the children have 
loved it! Their motivation and engagement has been very rewarding. They have enjoyed the 
hands-on practical tasks and it really is making new knowledge stick. The children have 
looked at living things and non-living things and then linking it to whether the non-living 
things have ever lived. We have looked at coastal erosions and how we can prevent these, 
the children were excellent at evaluating what worked well and what didn’t. 
 
We will continue to go outdoors every Friday, and any other given opportunity, so if outdoor 

footwear could be in school it will enable us to go out as much as possible. 

 

Again, we have been really impressed with the standard of homework this term, keep it up!  

We are really proud of our Fabulous Foxes.  



Year 3 have made a great start to 2023. Our topic this term has taken us from 

the Stone Age, to the Bronze Age which has seen us learn what life was like 

during this period and how it developed through the years. The children are 

very much looking forward to seeing how this changes during the Iron Age 

when we visit that after half term. The class have enjoyed reading ‘The Iron 

Man’ in their Guided Reading sessions. They worked on a variety of skills  

including exploring a range of vocabulary, making predictions and  

summarising parts of the text. 

 

Moving on to length and perimeter in Maths, we have had some great  

opportunities for outside learning, with the children measuring various  

objects on the playground using metres, centimetres and millimetres. 

 

In Science, we have enjoyed learning about forces and magnets and have 

been able to see this in action, noticing the effect friction has on toy vehicles 

moving along different surfaces. We have also looked at magnets and  

magnetic attraction and repulsion. The class thoroughly enjoyed  

systematically testing various objects for their magnetic properties. 

 

Miss Miller and Mrs Bird have been very impressed with the pieces of  

homework which have come in to school including some impressive research 

about the Amesbury Archer – we had some fantastic PowerPoint  

presentations delivered to the class with such confidence. We have also had a 

range of experiments testing how far toy cars travelled on different surfaces. 

It was great to see how the children planned and carried out their  

experiments. We also loved the anagrams that the children came up with, 

some of them really tested the class! 

 

In English, the children have been busy writing some super explanation texts 

using their knowledge from Topic lessons. They have explored the features of 

an explanation text and included these during our writing lessons to enable 

them to write an explanation text of how to make a bronze tool. They have 

also used these skills in their Gold Write to write an explanation text based on 

their knowledge of forces and  magnets. They have also produced some very 

imaginative ‘defeating the robot’ stories inspired by ‘The Tin Forest’. 

 

In Art/DT, the children have been extremely creative, designing and making 

their very own beaker style pottery based on those that were created by the 

Beaker Folk during the Bronze Age. They have used some excellent skills 

throughout, which we are all very proud of. 

 

Miss Miller and Mrs Bird are really proud of our year 3 Hedgehogs and how 

hard they have worked this term. 
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Hedgehog Class 
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Owl Class 
 

This term, Year 5 have been delving into the world of crops and farming in our topic 
of "Sow, grow and farm". We have been studying how allotments can benefit  
peoples health, mental wellbeing and even assist nature! This all accumulated into 
fantastic non-chronological reports all about allotments, that the children have 
written in English.  
 
The children have also been up to the community gardens and allotments as part of 
their outdoor learning,  helping to clear the schools raised beds. Everyone in the 
class is very excited to grow a variety of vegetables and some fruits there! 
 
In class, the children have been growing radish seeds and taking care of them as 
they have grown, as well as taking some very close looks at different vegetables, 
which ended up in a big, impromptu tasting session! 
 
We have been learning all about the "Dig for Victory" campaign from the second 
world war and how that kick-started the love of allotments around the country  
because of the food shortages. 
 
During their Maths lessons, the children have been developing their knowledge of 
fractions and moving onto decimals and percentages! 
 
Well done Owl Class, you have worked so hard this term! 

Badger Class 

Happy New Year to you all! The Badgers have definitely sprung into the Spring term, with 

a leap and a bound! They have all come back after the Christmas term, with lots of  

enthusiasm and a zest for learning. 

 

Our WOW day at the start of the term, was a great way to introduce our new topic, 

‘INVASION’ and ‘FOOD AND THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM’. We had great fun making our own 

Anglo-Saxon jewellery and carrying out a messy experiment to see how our digestive 

system works. 

 

During Topic lessons, we have spent time learning all about the Anglo-Saxon invasions 

and the impact they have had on Britain today. Whilst our Science lessons, have enabled 

us to investigate the function of teeth and the importance of looking after them. Badgers 

have also demonstrated what a creative bunch they are by designing and baking their 

own bread rolls and creating packaging to display it in. Mrs Neild really struggled to pick 

out a winner! 

 

Most importantly, as a class, we have enjoyed lots of opportunities to make the most of 

our wonderful school surroundings and take our learning outside. We have built models 

of our digestive system out of things from the field, hunted for items we could measure 

in centimetres, meters and kilometres and used our senses to build powerful setting  

descriptions we could use in our writing. We look forward to taking advantage of our 

wonderful outdoor learning space during next term, come rain or shine!  

 

As always, keep up the amazing work Badgers and you will be flying into Spring Term 2! 

Have a lovely break! 



Eagle Class 
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The Spring term has seen Eagles begin a thought-provoking new topic, Maafa. On our 
wow day, the class found out lots of interesting facts about Africa - how many countries 
it is made up of, the climate, deserts and mountains it contains and the different  
languages spoken there.  
 
We listened to a variety of African music, identifying similarities and differences  
between the music of different cultures within Africa, and we also competed to see 
who could match the flag to the country the quickest - we love a competition in Year 6! 
On this day, the children also enjoyed making African masks based on a variety of  
designs from different cultures. We discussed geometric shapes and the meaning of 
different colours to the people who wear them.  
 
The class has continued to develop their knowledge of this topic at home, completing a 
wide range of creative homework tasks. Other highlights this term have included the 
Explorer Dome visit (which has been written about by our Head Girl Skyla) and an  
afternoon of outdoor learning with our buddies, during which the children toasted 
marshmallows on the fire pit. The children have also enjoyed our Dance lessons this 
term and some have chosen to spend their free time perfecting an African party dance; 
maybe you have already been treated to a performance of this at home!  
 
The Explorer Dome 
On Thursday 12th January 2023, year 6 had an exciting day. The Explorer Dome came to 
visit Stanwick School! The theme was Space and everyone was bubbling with  
excitement! As we entered the dome, year 6 were ecstatic.  We crawled through an 
inflatable tunnel to find ourselves inside. The instructors told us what was going to  
happen and then told us some really interesting facts about our Solar System. All our 
jaws dropped in amazement with every single fact. We couldn’t believe there is only 
one star in our Solar System! They showed us the constellations and explained the 
Greek mythology about them. It was absolutely stunning when they turned the lights 
off and showed us what the starts look like. Overall it was an amazing experience – one 
that we won’t forget! 



 
If you have any safeguarding concerns over the holiday, please contact 

Mrs Neild on 07851 259332. 

 

Alternatively,  for other external safeguarding organisations, please use 

this link or contact; 

• MASH: (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) – Telephone 0300 126 

7000 – select ‘Option 1’  

• Designated officer– Telephone 01604 362993 

email:  LADOreferral@northamptonshire.gcsx.gov.uk 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
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Sunshine Club 

Sunshine club have had some very busy morning and evening sessions since 
Christmas, so to ensure your child has a place, please do remember to book 
ahead the sessions you require via WisePay.  
 
We have a good mix of children of all ages from Reception to Year 6, the  
activities are often child lead, and their imaginations bring the different age 
groups together. 
 
 Last week we had scenes and songs from Matilda the musical and 
a newly created tag like game that entertained the children in the 
afternoon session for a long time.  
 
Before School club begin each day with the toys, crafts or Chrome 
books and finish with team or circle games. We have lots of Lego, 
cars, dolls, K’nex and children can also share a book, practice  
gymnastics, or even do their homework if they want to. 
 

Wow! What a brilliant effort that was made 
across our whole school on Friday 3rd February 

for Number Day, organised by the NSPCC. We started the day with a whole-
school assembly, when we talked about what work the NSPCC does and how 
they help children. Then we looked at some brilliant outfits when some children 
came to the front of the hall to tell us about what they were representing. It was 
lovely to hear why different numbers are special to different people. We contin-
ued the day with a variety of number-based activities, including making foot rul-
ers, treasure hunts and bowling activities, all using our maths skills! Well done 
everybody!  

https://www.nctrust.co.uk/help-and-protection-for-children/Pages/report-a-concern.aspx
https://www.nctrust.co.uk/help-and-protection-for-children/Pages/report-a-concern.aspx


 

Monday 20th February   School reopens to pupils 

Tuesday 21st February  FoSS Bag 2 School collection 

Wednesday 1st March  NEU Industrial Action 

Thursday 2nd March    World Book Day 

Monday 13th -15th March  Year 3 Residential trip 

Wednesday 15th March  NEU Industrial Action 

Thursday 16th March    NEU Industrial Action 

Friday 17th March    Year 2 Sharing Assembly 

Tuesday 21st March    Parent Evening 

Thursday 23rd March   Parent Evening 

Wednesday 29th March   Years 1 & 2 school trip 

Friday 31st March   School Closes 

Monday 17th April   School reopens to pupils 

Monday 1st May   Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Friday 12th May    Year 4 Sharing Assembly 

Sunday 14th – 17th May   Year 6 Residential trip 

Wednesday 24th May   Foundation class school trip 

Friday 26th May   Family Fun Afternoon, School Closes 

Tuesday 6th June   School reopens to pupils 

Friday 23rd June    Year 5 Sharing Assembly 

5th and 6th July   Transition days (Wednesday & Thursday) 

Wednesday 12th July   Sports Morning & FoSS Bags 2 School collection 

Wednesday 19th July    Foundation class graduation  

Friday 21st July   Year 6 End of Year Assembly and    

     school Closes 

School Calendar 2022/2023 

 


