
 

 

20 February 2023 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to the second half of our Spring Term. 

 

It was very busy last term, with lots of learning experiences happening for the children 

across all year groups. We hope that our families have had a chance to relax and 

enjoy some free time during half-term ready to start a new term together.  

 

We have lots of year groups starting to go out on school trips this term, so we are 

looking forward to hearing all about these when the children return, and seeing all of 

the things they experience whilst away from school. Please note any information that 

comes out regarding your child’s school trip and make any payments for these 

through our Arbor system when needed. Any questions about individual trips can go 

to the class teachers. 

 

Reading 

Reading is a big priority in our school and we cannot express just how important it is 

for our children to have a love of reading and to become competent enough to 

confidently access the curriculum for each year group.  

 

Our parents to children in the older year groups may remember that before our 

closure, we opened our doors every Friday morning for parents or carers to come into 

school and read with their child. We are excited to start this again from this week, 

where you may enter school with your child any time from 8:30am to read with them. 

You are welcome to sign in and enter through your child’s classroom door, collect 

other children if you have more than one in our school, and find a space to sit and 

read together. The bell will ring at 8:45am and we ask that parents then make their 

way back to drop their child off, sign back out and leave through their child’s 

classroom door.  

 

Those children that do not have an adult with them will have a member of staff from 

school to read with in a group.  

 

Our Curriculum and Homework Grids 

We have been working on our curriculum offer to the children over the last couple of 

terms and last term saw the first half of our new topics being shared with your child. 

We hope that they have enjoyed learning all about their topic so far and are ready 

to continue this throughout the rest of the spring term.  

 

As you will be aware, we currently send out a homework grid at the beginning of each 

term, where your child can select different activities to complete relating to different 

parts of the curriculum. As we are now working on three topics across an academic 

year rather than the six we were working with before, your child will only receive a 

homework grid at the beginning of each of the three terms (Autumn, Spring and 

Summer). This means that your child has received their Spring grid and will receive 

their next one at the beginning of the summer term.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

From our previous survey completed, the feedback relating to homework was varied. 

The use of homework is to provide our children with an opportunity to continue 

learning about their topics, or to develop and consolidate some of their current or 

previous learning in class. To try and achieve this in a way that works for all members 

of our community, we have reviewed the way in which homework is now provided.  

 

With the change of our homework grids to three times a year, this allows for more 

focused opportunities throughout each term. From this term, each alternating week 

your child will be given maths homework that will need to be submitted as per your 

communication from the class teachers.  

 

There is still an expectation that your child will read daily, learn their weekly spellings 

and complete their year group specific expectations such as TTRS.   

 

Outdoor Learning 

As you will know, we are extremely lucky with the space that we have on our school 

grounds, as well as the local community spaces around our school. We are looking to 

continue to utilise this more and more to enhance the learning opportunities for the 

children in our school. 

 

We are looking to work with different companies to ensure our children are equipped 

for any weather when attending their sessions. If you work for a company, or know of 

any companies that will support us on our journey to achieving this, or can provide 

any further resources for our sessions, then please do get in touch.  

 

As outdoor learning is having a greater presence within our curriculum, the children 

will continue to go outside whatever the weather. Thank you to those that have 

already sent their child in to school with wellies. We would like children from all year 

groups to bring in a pair of wellies that can remain at school for these sessions please. 

These will be sent home at the end of each academic year.  

 

Spellings 

We have adapted the way in which the children are taught spellings at Stanwick 

Academy. Having a focus on spellings allows for children to increase their vocabulary 

and enhance their ability to use the words in their writing across the curriculum with 

accurate spelling. 

 

Your child will continue to bring home their list of spellings, which they will have been 

taught during a spelling lesson at school. This will then be checked with them at times 

during that week and beyond. There will no longer be a standalone spelling test 

completed each week for the spellings given out. All of the spellings given will be 

linked to the curriculum expectations for your child’s age, as well as linked vocabulary 

for the topic they are being taught that term. Periodically, the spellings will collectively 

be checked. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dates for Spring Term 2 

February 

20th – School opens to children and staff 

22nd – Year 3 residential meeting – 3:30pm 

 

March 

2nd – World Book Day breakfast and activities 

13th – 15th – Year 3 residential 

21st – Parent Evening 1 

23rd – Parent Evening 2 

24th – 3pm - Year 2 sharing assembly (year 2 parents invited to join) 

29th – Year 1 and 2 school trip 

31st – School closes for Easter break 

 

If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to email me at 

cneild@stanwickprimary.org.uk. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Chloe Neild 

Principal 

mailto:cneild@stanwickprimary.org.uk

