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Marking  Policy 

At Stanwick Primary Academy we are committed to providing our children with 
the best possible opportunities for achieving their highest potential. Pupils will 
receive high quality feedback, which is positive, precise and ultimately maximises 

learning. All children will be enabled to understand what is good and how to 
improve in their work and learning attitudes.  Feedback is a learning dialogue upon 

which children build, celebrate, consolidate and improve their work. Teachers will 
ensure the structure of both secretarial and developmental marking is: 
 

➢ Positive,  precise and progressive 
➢ consistent across the school 

➢ age appropriate and accessible for all learners 
➢ pupils follow-up and act upon their guidance 
➢ is embedded in the learning process 

➢ Feedback provides opportunities to develop on the work demonstrated in 
that lesson. Advice will be provided on how further progress can be made. 

➢ Developing greater ownership of learning as the children progress through 
the years. 
 

This policy is designed to run alongside the assessment policy as they are closely 

linked and work to provide children with the greatest opportunity to progress their 

learning. Closely linked is high quality feedback which directs new learning to meet 

children’s needs. 

The importance of marking children’s work and the way it is done should not be 

underestimated as a way of finding out what children know, can do and 

understand.  Good quality marking provides on-going assessments, progression 

opportunities and helps to identify the next steps for learning.  It builds on the 

success and strengths, as well as identifying and supporting weaknesses, and 

engages children in their learning journey. How children’s work is received and 

marked and the nature of feedback given to them will have a direct bearing on 

learning attitudes and future achievements. 

“The most powerful single modification that enhances achievement is 

feedback. The simplest prescription for improving education must be 

‘dollops of feedback” 

Professor John Hattie 

(Influences on Student Learning) 
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Who Marks?      

➢ *The teacher  [red] 

➢ *Teaching Assistants   [purple] 

➢ *HLTAs   [red] 

➢ *Trainee teachers on teaching practice  [red + initials] 

➢ *Supply teachers  [red + initials] 

➢ *Children – self and peer marking and assessment   [blue] 

 

Across the Academy 

The style of marking and feedback will change across the school according to the 

needs and development of the individual child. In the Foundation Stage, most 

marking will be verbal, 1-1 success and improvement or acknowledgement with 

comments referring to the children’s development where appropriate. Key Stage 

1 will be as Foundation Stage plus the introduction of success and improvement 

marking through written feedback, and self- assessment beginning to be evident. 

KS2 will be as KS1 with more self and peer assessment strategies introduced.  

Marking types 

Marking will take place as soon as possible after the work has been completed and 

always before moving onto the next lesson in that subject. Marking may take 

many forms, including: 

• Verbal Feedback 

Verbal feedback throughout a lesson is a non- negotiable to meet children’s 

needs, consolidate and challenge. The most powerful tool is direct feedback 

at the point of learning so quality first dialogue is continuous throughout 

the learning process. 

          

• Written Feedback 

Written feedback in accordance with the policy will be evident to the children 

where there will be an opportunity to develop their work further. 

 

Self-assessment 

In some KS1 and all KS2 lessons across the curriculum, apart from maths, the 

children will complete a self-assessment table. They will assess their progress 

against the success criteria/learning objective. Children will indicate how they 

believe they have achieved within the lesson and the teacher will also indicate 

their view of the child’s progress.  

 

 

                                                  P    T 
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English Marking 

Writing 

Teachers will show the children where they have succeeded within their writing 

and how they can improve further to enhance their written skills across the 

curriculum. 

The marking of any writing should involve the following abbreviations linked to 

the polishing needed.  

g- In margin to polish/fix a grammatical error- does it makes sense?  

P- in margin to polish /add missing punctuation. 
*Sp- in margin to fix spelling (YR5 & 6) 

               Cloze passage (other year groups where needed)      went 
                                                                                  wen_ 

                                                                                  _______ 
 
  

*Only three spellings should be chosen for correction and written three times by 
the children when correcting – spelling support may be provided to pupils at 

teacher discretion.  
 

Green/Pink Highlighting or Next Step 

KS1 marking for extended pieces of writing should be completed with a green 

highlight and ‘Next Step’ footprint stamp. Evidence of skills used well should be 

highlighted in green and a comment below the writing to state what has been 

used. A foot print stamp will inform the children of what they need to consider for 

future pieces of writing.  

KS2 marking for extended pieces of writing should be completed with a green 

highlight and pink highlight. A green highlight will indicate in the writing where a 

skill has been used well with a comment linking to this at the bottom of the work. 

A pink highlight within the work will indicate an improvement that needs to be 

made within the piece of writing and a comment of what and how this can be 

achieved should be evident at the bottom of the work. 

In collaboration with the teacher or partner, at the beginning of the next session, 

the children will have the chance to respond to the next step mark by ‘polishing’ 

their work, using blue polishing pen.   

Acknowledgement and reward for recognition is in the form of ticks and house 

points. This is built into continuous learning dialogue and verbal praise with 

feedback throughout the process. 
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Peer assessment 

Opportunities will be given for children to assess the work of other children. This 

will occur regularly at a verbal level during lessons such as PE, art, PSHE and 

increasingly across the curriculum as children move through school. 

WWW/EBI  

We look for the children to take ownership over their learning and provide a 

structure to support the children to do this within their lessons. Pupils will use 

‘What Went Well?’ (WWW) and Even Better If (EBI) to show the positive and 

improvement areas within their own, or their partner’s work. 

Non Extended Writing Lessons (Grammar, Reading Comprehensions) 

When marking English related work that is not presented in an extended writing 

format, teachers are to tick good practice, complete the P/T box as per all 

lessons and write progression or positive comment at the bottom of the work. 

P/G/Sp should all still be used as per the writing expectations. 

 

Maths Marking  

Progression should be evident during a topic, e.g. there may be mistakes in early 

pieces of work when applying new concepts.  Books should contain examples of 

children applying their learning independently.  

In year 2 and above, the left-hand side of the book will be checked and marked 

with a tick. The right-hand side of the book is for a child’s independent work and 

should be marked in line with the details below. 

Teacher marking should be completed in red pen. TA marking in purple. Children 

respond to marking in blue pen. 

Each piece of work should be marked effectively which could mean: 

• Next step challenge or question appropriate to the ability of the child, linked to 

reasoning and application, where appropriate. 

• If there is a general misconception in the work completed, this MUST be 

addressed in a following lesson or intervention session and evidenced in books.   

• Responses to marking may need to be revisited by the teacher to address the 

child’s response. 

At the end of each maths lesson, the children should draw a ‘learning line’ in their 
books to show where they fit in to their journey of learning for the topic. This will 

be evident at the bottom of the independent work that is completed to self-assess 
their skills. 
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Wider Curriculum Marking 

Work completed within wider curriculum lessons should be ticked and any errors 

addressed as per the Sp/P/G expectations. Teachers should make a positive or 

developmental comment at the bottom of the work which may lead to response 

by the children.  

A P/T box should show the pupil self-assessment in each of these lessons. 

Any extended pieces of writing should be marked with the expectations of the 

English writing. 

 

 
 

 

 


