
Whole School Overview of Writing Genres 

 Genre Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4  Year 5  Year 6 

Autumn 1 Narrative  Character 
Description 

Journey Tale Playscripts Setting 
Description 

Science fiction Diary entry 

Non fiction  Instructions  Non-
chronological 

report 

Diary Entry Explanation  
(fact file) 

Persuasive 
Writing 

Poetry Autumn Senses 
Poem 

 Acrostic  Limericks Narrative Free Verse 

Autumn 2 Narrative   Stories with a 

familiar setting – 

adventure/comic 

Diary Entry Legends and 
Myths Tale 

Rags to riches Wishing Tale 

Non fiction Instructions Persuasive 
Writing 

Persuasive 
Writing 

Instructions recount Biography 

Poetry Christmas Senses 
Poem 

Acrostic Kennings Narrative cinquain Sonnet 

Spring 1 Narrative  Adventure Story - 
Postcards 

Stories from 

other cultures – 

setting 

description 

Adventure Story Character 

Description 

Diary of a Farmer Journey Tale – 

defeating a 

monster 

Non fiction Recount Letters Newspaper 
Report 

Persuasive 

Brochure 

Non-chron report Non-
chronological 

report 

Poetry  Shape Calligrams  Kennings  Free verse 

Spring 2 Narrative  Setting 
Description 

Classic text Defeating the 
monster 

Journey Tale Persuasive 
Writing 

Setting 
Description 

Non fiction Fact File Non-
chronological 

report  

Explanations Non-
chronological 

report 

Balanced 
argument 

Explanation Text 

Poetry  Performance Performance Cinquain Haiku 
 

Limerick 

Summer 1 Narrative   Traditional Tales Stories from 
other cultures 

Wishing Tale Writing a myth Diary entry 



Non fiction Letter Writing - 
Persuasive 

Recount Instructions  Letters Balanced 
argument 

Letter of 
complaint/ 
persuasive 

writing 
Poetry Haiku Spring poetry 

using the senses 
Kennings Performance 

Sonnet 
Ode Narrative 

Summer 2 Narrative  Stories with 
Familiar Setting 

Diary entry Journey Tale  Comedy script Rags to riches 

Non fiction Diary Explanations Leaflets  Newspaper 
Report/ 

Biography 

Instructions Explanation text 

Poetry Senses Poem Riddles Rhyming Couplet Humorous Performance 
 

Various piece of 
extended writing 

in preparation 
for moderation 

 


