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Why have we changed phonics 
schemes?

• The Department for Education (DfE) now states that all primary schools 
need to be following a validated phonics scheme. Validation ends in March 
2022. 

• We wanted to make sure that our phonics scheme had a clear progression 
from Reception to Year 2

• Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum, and it clearly 
impacts on their achievement. There is considerable research to show that 
children who enjoy reading and choose to read benefit not only 
academically, but also socially and emotionally. Reading is at the heart of 
this scheme which is why we chose it.

• The scheme dictates that children in Reception and Year 1 must take part 
in Reading Practice Sessions 2-3 times a week using decodable texts. 
Children in Year 2 who are still not secure in phonics will take part in these 
as well.



Why have we changed phonics 
schemes?

• Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds have a deal with 
Collins Big Cat and have 
produced an incredible 
selection of decodable 
books.
• These books exactly match 

the order that the 
graphemes are taught. 
Therefore, empowering your 
child to read.



Phonics
New validated scheme
• 4 sounds a week taught and 1 review session on Friday.



Why must all books be decodable?

• The new Department of Education (DfE) guidance specifies 
that schools need to be using a systematic synthetic phonics 
teaching programme by Spring 2022. 
• The books the children read will need to follow the teaching 

sequence exactly so that children only encounter sounds that 
they have already learnt and are not expected to guess the 
meaning from other clues such as context or pictures
• We assess your child every half term in their phonics. We use 

this information to match the correct book to your child’s 
phonics knowledge.



Decodable books



What about the coloured book 
bands?

Free readers

Books from pink, red, yellow, blue, green and orange book bands are 
currently being sorted into phonics phases so that the books the 
children read in EYFS and Year 1 are clearly matched to their phonics. 
Please bare with us as we undertake this mammoth task!



• Banded books (orange, turquoise, gold etc) should ideally then be 
used once children have either completed their phonic learning 
(Year 2) or as additional practice for reading depth and 
comprehension when reading with an adult.

• Some children in Year 2 will still be reading decodable texts. They 
must continue until their phonics is secure.

What about the coloured book 
bands?



• Children in Reception and Year 1 will ideally read books from:

What book will my child read?

Dandelion Readers
Decodable texts from the 
coloured book bands 

Collins Big Cat for Little 
Wandle e-books



• Children in Year 2 who are secure in their phonics will read books 
from:

What book will my child read?

The coloured book bands Some strong readers 
becoming ‘free readers’



• Children in Year 2 who are not secure in their phonics will read 
decodable books from the coloured book bands and Little Wandle
Big Cat e-books.

What book will my child read?

Dandelion Readers
Decodable texts from the 
coloured book bands 

Collins Big Cat for Little 
Wandle e-books



Collins E-books
• Ideally, we would have physical copies of the texts. However, these are 

very expensive so for now we have 1 copy of each text which we use in 
Reading Practice sessions and e-books.

• Over the years, we will be able to buy multiple copies of these new 
books.



Collins E-books



Your child’s class teacher will be 
handing out the logins and 
instructions for the e-books this 
week.

Even if your child is beyond 
decodable books, they will still 
have a login just in case their 
teacher wants to assign them one 
of the books for pleasure.



Any 
questions?


